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St. Andrew Square, 
Edinburgh	

The research, design, specification and 
implementation of an award winning project for 
the conservation and redesign of the gardens of 
St Andrew Square Edinburgh in the setting of the 
first New Town within the UNESCO designated 
World Heritage Site.	

Submitted by Brian Mark Evans	

Output No. 1	
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NARRATIVE	

The St Andrew Square project was established as 
part of a major initiative to improve the public 
realm throughout the World Heritage Site in 
Edinburgh. The programme was promoted by a 
consortium of public bodies and led by the 
Edinburgh City Centre Management Company 
later renamed Essential Edinburgh.	

	

The Capital Streets programme was begun in the 
early 2000s after strategy work undertaken for 
Scotland’s capital city found that the quality of the 
public realm in Edinburgh failed to live up to the 
quality of public space that was experienced in 
other major cities in Scotland, the UK and Europe.	

	

Edinburgh’s townscape is recognised worldwide as 
being of outstanding quality and this has been 
recognised by the designation of central Edinburgh 
on the World Heritage Register owned and 
promoted by UNESCO – the United Nations 
Environment and Scientific Committee. However, 
the cherished nature of this townscape also meant 
that improvements to streets and spaces became 
the subject of controversy as interested parties – 
usually but not exclusively – heritage bodies on 
one side and traffic authorities on the other.	

The competing aims of heritage approval 
processes, traffic systems and the promotion of 
economic development had led to stalemate 
whereby little or no improvement work could 
be agreed to public spaces.	

	

In 2002, the City of Edinburgh Council 
representing the people of Edinburgh and in 
particular the planning and traffic systems 
formed a consortium with Scottish Enterprise 
(the economic development agency) and the 
World Heritage Trust in order to establish a 
system whereby a consensus could be reached 
about the aesthetics and functional quality of 
public space in central Edinburgh in order for a 
series of high-quality improvement projects 
could be designed and implemented.	

	

The work began with an exemplar project in 
Castle Street within the First New Town and this 
was followed by projects for St Andrew Square 
and the Grassmarket and is now continuing 
today with projects for Rose Street and Princes 
Street. The competition for the first projects was 
won by the Glasgow Studio of Gillespies LLP. 	
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Narrative (contd)	

St Andrew Square and Charlotte Square are the 
two public squares that lie at the east and west 
ends of George Street. Most commentators from 
Youngson onwards agree that this combination of 
street and squares at the centre of the Craig Plan 
for Edinburgh’s new town represent the epitome 
of townscape quality in Scotland that is recognised 
internationally as an outstanding work of civic art.	

	

The two squares were originally built as Georgian 
pleasure gardens owned jointly and severally by 
the owners of the properties around the square. 
Charlotte Square, with owners including the 
British Government (XXX House by Robert 
Adam is the official residence of Scotland’s First 
Minister) was better cared for and is opened 
periodically for the benefit of the public. ST 
Andrew Square at the East end of George Street 
had more frequent public accessibility, but had 
suffered a series of inappropriate interventions 
over the second half of the twentieth century with 
inappropriate planting and the erosion of the 
setting of the Melville monument – the 
centerpiece of the square.	

	

The St Andrew Square project was established to 
achieve permanent opening to the public, 	

	

The St Andrew Square project was established 
with the following objectives:	

	

1.  To recovery of the original qualities of the 
Georgian Square;	

2.  To provide permanent opening to the public 
throughout the seasons and throughout the 
week;	

3.  To become a focal point for use during the 
Edinburgh International Festival;	

4.  To ensure that design and access was 
appropriate to 21st century standards; and 	

5.  To fit the Square within the principal desire 
lines of the present new town to ensure 
activity in us.	
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OUTPUT	

Physical Designed Artefacts (Architecture & 
Landscape Architecture)	

Name: B. Evans	

Output Type: Conservation Management 
Agreement, Design, Realised artefact	

Media of Output: Constructed garden & café 
pavilion; written & photographic material, public 
exhibition, award citations	
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS	

Investigation of how to conserve an historic and 
dilapidated private garden within a public square 
(St Andrew Square) within the UNESCO 
designated World Heritage Site of Edinburgh New 
Town in order to establish an a priori case for the 
garden to be opened to the public. The research 
was X-fold:	

 	

1.  Investigation of the design intent behind the 
original scheme as an expression of James 
Craig’s plan for the first Edinburgh New Town;	

2.  Investigation of factors required to conserve 
the character and quality of the original intent 
whilst establishing opportunities to open the 
garden to the public;	

3.  Interdisciplinary research with private owners 
and public heritage agencies in order to 
establish the objectives for design intervention; 
and	

4.  A designed response to achieve the objectives 
for conservation and use.	
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METHODOLOGY	

The research output is concerned with:	

	

1.  An in-depth inquiry into the original design 
intentions for the Georgian Square; 	

2.  Factors required to ensure the conservation 
and enhancement of the existing historic 
artefact;	

	

3.  Establishment of pre-conditions for designed 
intervention to ensure that a contemporary 
public square and the historic private square 
could co-exist. 	

	

Research collaborators included Gehl Architects, 
Urban Quality Consultants of Copenhagen, 
Denmark, the Edinburgh World Heritage Trust, 
Historic Scotland, the private owners of St 
Andrew Square.	

 	

1.  Contextual analysis	

2.  Investigation of historic intent;	

3.  Analysis of climate;	

4.  Precedent studies;	

5.  Design Development;	

6.  Overall Design;	

7.  Space in Use	
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Methodology 1:  Contextual Analysis	

Image one & a description of  what we are looking at in 
the context of the project. 
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 2014	

Image one & a description of  what we are looking at in 
the context of the project. 
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 2014	

Image one & a description of  what we are looking at in 
the context of the project. 
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 2014	

Image one & a description of  what we are looking at in 
the context of the project. 
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 2014	

sun & shade	
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pedestrians	

saturday november 10am - 2 pm	
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Relative use	

First New Town	

character & use	
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seating	
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Comparison – 
weekday 1997 – 
weekday 2003	
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Pedestrian counts – 3 October 2003 – 10 am to 6 pm	
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Missing links – in the pedestrian network	
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Photograph courtesy of Patricia 
Macdonald	
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Methodology 2: Historical Investigation of Designed Intent	
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Proposed interventions overlaid on historic plans indicating their sensitive 
based on historic research	
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Methodology 3:  Analysis of Climate	
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South side sunny	

North side shaded	
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Methodology 4:  Precedent Studies	
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•  Architecture	

•  Hard	

•  Formal	

•  Public	

•  classical	

•  Active - Day	

•  Lively - Movement	

•  Sun - Dry	

•  Exposed	

•  Landscape	

•  Soft	

•  Informal	

•  Private	

•  contemporary	

•  Passive - Night	

•  Tranquil - Rest	

•  Shade - Wet	

•  Enclosed	

Methodology 5:  Design Development – reconciliation of contrasts	
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Methodology 6:  Overall Design	
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Evolution of Final Design	
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SPACE IN USE	
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Edinburgh New Town	

1945	
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Edinburgh New Town	

2005	
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Edinburgh New Town	

2012 – showing completed 
St Andrew Square Garden as 
a contribution to the 
landscape of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site	
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DISSEMINATION	

The project has received several awards and 
commendations covering all stages of its design 
implementation & use. 	

	

These include the inclusion of the design at the 
Royal Scottish Academy summer exhibition in 
2007, awards for the design & implementation by 
the Landscape Institute, the Royal Town Planning 
Institute and the Civic Trust.	

	

The project in use has been included in the 
Landscape Institute’s Guide for Clients. 	

	

 	

The Landscape Institute Guide for Clients, 2012	

	

The Landscape Institute President’s Award for 
the Best Landscape Design Project in the UK, 
2009	

	

Best Landscape Design Under 1 Hectare, 
Landscape Institute 2009 	

	

Commendation, Civic Trust Awards, 2009 	

	

Commendation, Scottish Planning Awards, 2009	

	

Royal Scottish Academy of Art & Architecture 
Annual Summer Exhibition, 2007	
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APPENDIX – Web Coverage	

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/PDF/Contribute/
TOPLANDSCAPEAWARDSFOREDINBURGHSQUAREANDOLYMPICPARK.pdf	

	

http://www.edinburghoutlook.co.uk/2010-01/yourarea/citycentre/2661.aspx	

	

http://www.edinburgharchitecture.co.uk/st_andrew_square.htm	

	

http://www.civictrustawards.org.uk/winners/2009/CTA006198/	

	

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/casestudies/casestudy.php?id=52	

	

http://www.urbanrealm.com/practices/portfolio/357/pictures/
St_Andrew_Square,_Edinburgh.html/?next=1	

	

http://www.urbanrealm.com/buildings/420/St_Andrew's_Square.html	

	

http://www.landezine.com/index.php/2011/04/st-andrew-square-by-gillespies-landscape-
architects/	

	

http://www.landengineering.co.uk/Case_Studies/st_andrew_square_gardens	

	

http://admin.localgov.co.uk/his_localgov/view/images/uploaded/Image/09UGSrunnerups1.pdf	

	

http://www.essentialedinburgh.co.uk/ee-subpage.aspx?pageID=62	
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Landscape Institute - Awards	
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Landscape Institute – Client Guide	
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Civic Trust – Awards	
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Urban Realm - coverage	
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Urban Realm - coverage	
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Landezine - coverage	
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Essential Edinburgh – client 	
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Land Engineering – Landscape/Engineering Contractor	

